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Drivers for Change



How much of global emissions come from food?
Food systems are responsible for a 
third of global anthropogenic GHG 
emissions, if we include:
• A full supply chain approach 

(including consumer and end-of-life 
use)

• All agricultural biomass (including
non-food application)

• Biggest uncertainty is emissions 
from deforestation and land use 
change



Climate change mitigation



• Equivalent of 20% of all produced food in EU

• 143 billion euros

• ~ 304 Mt CO2 eq (6% of total emissions of 
GHG in EU28%)

Food waste across Europe 



Food waste across Europe 



Food Waste in the Netherlands

Source: WFBR, Monitor Voedselverspilling in Nederland, publications 2015 t/m 2022

Government
sets reduction
target (20%)

1st voluntary
agreement & 
strategy

-50% (2015-2030)

Food waste across the supply chain 
Avoidable & potentially avoidable in kton/p.y.



Public Private coalition in the Netherlands

FOUNDING FATHERS



1 million
tonnes less
food waste in 
2030 !



Samen Tegen 
Voedselverspilling:
Pillars for action

Food Waste Free United Food Waste Free United

Food Waste Free United



ONZE STAKEHOLDERSOUR STAKEHOLDERS
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FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN ACTORS



Inspire, Connect & Accelerate action



Research supermarkets, the Centraal Bureau Levensmiddelenhandel (CBL), Wageningen Universiteit & Research 
(WUR) the Ministry of Agriculture, Nature & Food quality, coordinated by stichting Samen Tegen 
Voedselverspilling (STV). 

Food Retail benchmark
Dutch supermarkets 
provide insights into 
food waste

On average, 98.3% of the 
food offered in 
supermarkets in The 
Netherlands is sold. The 
remaining 1.7% of food 
(in kilograms) does not 
reach the consumer. 

Food Waste Free United



Supermarkets & reducing food waste?



Roadmap retail
Progress 2022



Examples
Fresh frozen
bread aisle



10x20x30



Breeding innovations



De circular chain, route towards net-zero

Animal Friendly
Eco Friendly
Farmer & neighbourhoud
Climate & biodiversity



Labelling & smart sensors
Food Waste Free United



Consumer food waste



Consumer food waste



Social marketing approach

https://eu-refresh.org/causes-determinants-consumers-food-waste
New project FETE: https://www.wur.nl/en/show/Food-Waste-Transition-from-Excess-to-Enough.htm

Ability OpportunityMotivation

Household food waste

Household practices

https://eu-refresh.org/causes-determinants-consumers-food-waste
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wur.nl%2Fen%2Fshow%2FFood-Waste-Transition-from-Excess-to-Enough.htm&data=04%7C01%7C%7C02361647c2734d17340208d89051f05c%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637418028885914456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TaLjue9ZS2Ms820LAI42GS6kxl%2Bb%2FF%2BjEhS%2BEGMxQgA%3D&reserved=0
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